   Advanced Placement English Language & Composition
SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT
2026-27 SCHOOL YEAR

The purpose of summer reading in AP English Language and Composition is to prepare you for the level of reading, writing, and thinking that is the hallmark of this course.  The following selections are included on the approved AP Central College Board list for suggested readings for this course.
Please note the following message from College Board: “CONTROVERSIAL TEXTUAL CONTENT issues that might, from particular social, historical, or cultural viewpoints, be considered controversial, including references to ethnicities, nationalities, religions, races, dialects, gender, or class, may be addressed in texts that are appropriate for the AP English Language and Composition course. Fair representation of issues and peoples may occasionally include controversial material. Since AP students have chosen a program that directly involves them in college level work, participation in this course depends on a level of maturity consistent with the age of high school students who have engaged in thoughtful analyses of a variety of texts. The best response to controversial language or ideas in a text might well be a question about the larger meaning, purpose, or overall effect of the language or idea in context. AP students should have the maturity, skill, and will to seek the larger meaning of a text or issue through thoughtful research” (AP.CollegeBoard.org). 
ABOUT PLAGIARISM: 
Please keep in mind that all of your assignments should be YOUR original work and your work ALONE. Do NOT be tempted to share answers with another student, plagiarize from the internet, or use AI because it will be easily detected in the turnitin.com website. Should any student(s) be found guilty of plagiarizing from the internet, using AI,  or copying another student’s work, he or she will receive a zero on the summer reading assignment, will have his or her parents contacted, will receive permanent documentation on his or her school transcript, will be stripped of any academic honors for a full school year, and will appear before the CHS Honor Council for further disciplinary action. As our school motto reads, “Commitment, Honor, and Success,” we expect your work to mirror our desire for your personal success and academic excellence.
 An overview of your reading and writing assignments are as follows:
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/81qCXjW1H%2BL.jpg]	         	* Just Mercy:  A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 
                   	   (Do not read the young adult version).

		For this memoir, complete the reading and writing assignment by Aug. 3, 2026. Make sure you annotate 
(write notes, questions, highlight, etc.) as you read. WRITE in your book, or write  
	             separate chapter notes as you read. This will assist with your overall comprehension of the book. 
You will have a 50-point writing assignment to complete by the first day of school, 
		Monday, Aug. 3, 2026.  

Your writing assignment must be typed, saved, and ready to upload to Canvas on the first day of school – Monday, Aug. 3, 2026 to your AP Lang teacher.  Any work not submitted on the due date will incur a 50% penalty and will not be accepted after Tuesday, Aug. 5, 2026. Your journal assignment will not be graded until it is submitted to the turnitin.com database to check for plagiarism; thus, if you have not saved your document, you will receive a 0 for this assignment. 

		Parents & Students:  Please feel free to contact Shannon Williamson at 	
Williamson.Shannon.r2@muscogee.k12.ga.us or Williamson.shannon4@gmail.com
or Lynne Jenkins at Jenkins.Eadeinna.H@muscogee.k12.ga.us with any questions or concerns you may have.

	
A # 1 New York Times Bestseller, “Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice” (www.bn.com).

Your task is to read the novel, and complete the following critical reading and writing activities:
1. As you read, you will write a dialectical journal in which you pick 10 significant passages from the book.  These passages should demonstrate your engagement with the novel; thus, they should be chosen from at least 10 different chapters of the book. You may give your personal reaction to the selected passage, discuss ideas or actions of the author or character(s), make connections, write what the passage makes you think or feel, analyze the passage and its relationship to the story as a whole, or analyze the text for the use of rhetorical devices (imagery, structure, style, tone, rhetorical appeals such as ethos, pathos, logos, diction, etc.)  The purpose of the dialectical journal is to help you develop a better understanding of the text as you read.  Your responses should be at least 3-6 sentences in length (required 50 words minimum).  
2. Prepare your dialectical journal (via a Word or Google document) that includes the quote from the novel written in MLA format (with page number) as well as your written response in the third column.  
3. Include the word count of your response.
3. Prepare your entries in a three-column format as the following model illustrates. You may NOT use the following example as one of your ten required entries. 
Just Mercy Dialectical Journal
	
	Quote/Passage from the novel:

	Analysis & Significance:

	1
	“During the talk, I noticed an older black man in a wheelchair who had come in just before the program started. He was in his seventies and was wearing an old brown suit.  His gray hair was cut short with unruly tufts here and there. He looked at me intensely throughout my presentation but showed no emotion or reaction during most of the talk.  His focused stare was unnerving.  A young boy who was about twelve had wheeled him into the church…” (Stevenson 45).    
	In this passage the author’s use of imagery and details vividly captures the older gentleman in the audience.  Through his descriptions, it is easy to visualize the elderly gentleman and feel the author’s apprehension as he delivers his talk. Later in the chapter when we discover even more details about this man, it seems to be a turning point in the novel for Stevenson as he realizes the need to open an office in Alabama as well as the need to continue fighting even harder for justice and reform.  
                                                     (89 words)



	
	· MLA format required ! Please check to make certain your quotes are formatted correctly as this will count towards your grade!  You must use quotation marks & parenthetical documentation – just like the sample!
	·  Word count required!
· At least 3-6 sentences – minimum 50 words



GRADING FOR THIS WRITING ASSIGNMENT (50 points—5 points per entry)
In order to receive full credit, you must meet the following criteria for each entry:
1. Did you follow the correct MLA format for the quote or passage and the three-column format as shown above?
2. Did you give appropriate explanation of your reasoning for the significance of the quote with at least 3-6 sentences and at least 50 words (with word count) per entry?

Please be aware should you be found guilty of plagiarism (either copying or allowing someone to copy your work) or using AI, you will receive a zero on this assignment.  This assignment will be worth 50 points and will be submitted to the Turnitin.com website to check for plagiarism during the first week of school.  Do your own individual work and be proud of it!  
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“Every bit as moving as To Kill a Mockingbird,
and in some ways more so . .. a stirring testament
to the salvation that fighting for the vulnerable
sometimes yields.”

—The New York Review of Books





