To: AP Literature/Composition Students (2010-2011)
     Advanced Placement is designed to present an in-depth study of great literature from around the world.  Through this course you will learn, or expand on your knowledge of, reading critically and writing analytically.  This is a college-level class with college-level requirements.  In May, 2011, you will have the opportunity to earn college credit by taking the Advanced Placement examination in English Literature and Composition.  Selection of this course indicates that you have already demonstrated a high achievement level in the analysis of literature, a superior writing ability, and a motivation to do college level work in high school.

     I am very excited about teaching next year’s senior AP English class.  As we have a great deal of work to do this up-coming year, your course will actually begin over the summer.  The summer program is an important feature of the AP English class, and it serves two functions: 1) to keep you active as readers, and 2) to forestall brain death through writing about what you have read.  This important requirement will ease your transition into your senior year.  In addition to the assignments below, I want you to choose six significant or profound quotations from each novel---two from the first third of the novel, two from the middle third, and two from the final third.  Choose quotations that you feel are significant (in terms of a key idea, a recurring or important theme).  Type them using MLA format.   Write the quotation, page number, an explanation of your quotation, and your personal response to the quotation, including how the quotation relates to your own life.  Each quotation should be a minimum of ½ typed pages.  You will turn quotations in on the first day of school.

Listed below are the required titles and other assignments:

Four required books:




The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck




Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry



How to Read Literature Like a Professor - Thomas C. Foster.  



5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature
Handout#1 is a study guide for the The Grapes of Wrath.  Read the novel carefully and thoughtfully.  It is not easy reading, but it is filled with some very thought provoking ideas.  The prompts are designed to make you think, to ponder about more than just plot, characters, setting, etc.   I want you to analyze, study the language, and make inferences about what the author is saying.  Dig deep.  Come to school in August prepared to discuss and write about them.  I need to let you know up front that I am not impressed with AP students who choose to read Spark Notes, or any other kind of notes instead of the assigned novel.  You will cheat yourself, prove nothing except that you are not a reliable scholar, and greatly disappoint me.  Additionally, I wouldn’t expect any AP students to fail the summer reading test. YOU DO NOT NEED TO ANSWER THE STUDY QUESTIONS. THEY ARE NOT TO BE TURNED IN!!!
Handout #2 is the Major Works Data Packet:   In addition to reading The Grapes of Wrath and Raisin in the Sun, I want you to complete a MWDP for each.  Be very thorough because the MWDP will serve as your review for the summer reading test as well as the National exam in May.  You will have a test over each.
Handout #3 is a review assignment for How to Read Literature Like a Professor: You will need to read HTRLLAP, complete the summary activity, and prepare for a short answer test to be completed the second week of school.

Handout #4 is a list of Biblical and Classical Allusions.  You may know some of these, but the more you know, the better prepared you will be.  Much of the literature we read will contain Biblical and mythical allusions.  So, read some of them, and we’ll discuss them in class.

Handout #5 is instructions for joining the AP Listserv.  Everyone must join by June 15.  I would like for you to post at least three times over the summer about your reading (make copies of your postings to turn in).  Do not post all three times on the same day or even in the same week. In addition, I will be posting my thoughts and questions over the summer---you should read these and respond if need be.

Due the First Day of School!!!

1. MWDP for both Raisin in the Sun and The Grapes of Wrath. (50 points apiece)
2. How to Read Literature Like a Professor summary activity (50 points)
3. Three Listserv postings (15 points apiece)
4. An exhausted look on your face (5 points)

     I am very excited to be teaching this course next year and I hope you will share in my enthusiasm.  If you have any questions over the summer you can reach me bjiles@mcsdga.net
Sincerely,

Mr. Jiles

