COLUMBUS HIGH SCHOOL
LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE PREPARATORY MAGNET
SUMMER READING
2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR

Foundations of Knowledge / Literary Types and Composition (9th Grade)

		Required Novels: 	Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns 
Anthem by Ayn Rand                                                            

	Also Required:	MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Seventh Edition, 2009
This handbook will be used for research in grades 9-12.  Reading the book over the summer is not required; however, a grade will be given for having the book in class during the first week of school.  Do NOT purchase the 6th Edition.

I. SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT
You are to read the two books required for incoming freshmen:   
· Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns  
· Anthem by Ayn Rand 

While we certainly want you to enjoy these two books as you read them, it is also important to remember that you are reading them as an assignment for school, so you need to be aware that you will be evaluated on your knowledge and comprehension of the content of both of these books when you come to school in August.  

With that in mind, your freshman language arts teachers recommend that you take notes as you read these two books.  This is a good habit to get into whenever you are reading for school.  This process will assist you in several ways:
· Taking notes will help you stay focused as you read.
· Notes will help you remember the characters and events in each book.
· Notes will give you something to review and study before you take the tests over the books when you come to school in August.  
Here are some guidelines for taking notes for each book:
· Keep a list of characters and their traits.  Having a separate page for each major character (or person) will allow you to add new information whenever it is revealed.  Always record page numbers where the information can be found.
· Keep a log of key events as they happen.  Record page numbers.
· Write a brief summary of each chapter in bullet-list format.
· Think about the main ideas (or themes) in each book. 
· Write about your own feelings and reactions to characters and events in the books.

II. SUMMER WRITING ASSIGNMENT:  PERSONAL RESPONSES TO EACH BOOK
      DIRECTIONS:
· Type each paper double-spaced in 12-point Times New Roman font.
· Each response should begin on a separate sheet of paper. 
· Write at least 250 words for each response.  Include a word count at the bottom of the page 
· Have your written responses and your books with you on the first day of school.

1. For Cold Sassy Tree – In what ways does Grandpa go against the expectations of his community, his family, and his friends?  In what ways have you observed your peers going against expectations of community, family, and/or friends?  In what ways (if any) have you gone against the expectations of community, family, and/or friends?  For all three situations, comment on the appropriateness or inappropriateness of these actions.

2. For Anthem – In what ways does Equality 7-2521 rebel against the society in which he lives?  Why does he do this?  Do you agree or disagree with his decisions?  Why?

 
REMINDER:  You must have the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, Seventh Edition (2009).  You will be given a grade for having the book in class with you during the first week of school.  If you do not have the book, you will receive a zero.  Purchase this book as early as possible in the summer; you may not be able to find it if you wait until just before school starts.

